
May 10, 2018  

Kennedy High School  



2017-2018 

Superintendent’s Student Recognition Awards and Reception 

Welcome   /   Master of Ceremonies:  

 Darren Schwartz, Chief Academic Officer 

Pledge of Allegiance:  

 Nomary Perez, Walsh School  

National Anthem:  

 Julia Rocchio , Waterbury Arts Magnet 

Remarks: 

 Robert Henry, Deputy Superintendent of Schools 

 

Presentation of  Student Awards:  

 

Pamela Baim, Instructional Leadership Director 

Carrington  Mia Vargas (5th)  

Carrington  Nathan Stellmach  (8th) 

Chase   Zhenefer Guaman-Caguana (5th) 

Duggan    London Lacy-Brantley (5th)  

Duggan     Amanda Henson (8th) 

Generali   Jillian Santos (5th) 

Gilmartin  Lily Kosko (5th)  

Gilmartin  Elena Cuapio (8th) 

Kingsbury  Randy Ramdin (5th) 

Reed   Gederly Garcia-Diaz (5th)  

Reed   Stephanie  Delgado  (8th)  

Regan    Jada Smith (5th) 

Rotella   Tiffany Rodriguez (5th) 

W. Wilson  Christopher Bravo (5th) 

 

Noreen Buckley, Instructional Leadership Director 

Bucks Hill PreK  Nina Montanez (preK) 

Bucks Hill PreK  Londyn Daniels (preK) 

Bucks Hill  Omeogo Nwadukwe (5th) 

Bunker Hill  Ethan Hastings (5th)  

Driggs   Corbin Johnson (5th) 

Hopeville  Alexander Diaz (5th) 

Maloney   Jack Derasmo (5th) 

Sprague   Javier Luis (5th) 

Tinker   Carter Dirgo (5th) 

Washington  Xiomary Moran (5th) 

W. Cross   Noah Curet (5th)  

  

Michelle Baker, Instructional Leadership Director 

 

North End  Jermyren Joe (6th) 

North End  Shellenid Vazquez (7th) 

North End   Oliver Gomes (8th) 

Wallace   Daniel Vargas (6th) 

Wallace   Sophia Tytymce (7th) 

Wallace   Kyle Patrick (8th)  

West Side   Kiara Nazario (6th) 

West Side                              Omogbolade Olusanya (7th) 

West Side   Evi Duro  (8th) 

Enlightenment    Roberto Velez (12th)           

State Street  Jaheem Bravo-Wash (5th) 

Waterbury Adult Education   Andrea Vazquez (NA) 

 

Paul Whyte, Instructional Leadership Director 

 

Walsh    Nomary Perez (5th)  

Waterbury Arts Magnet Sara Roaix  (6th)   

Waterbury Arts Magnet Mahasin Gudaf  (7th)  

Waterbury Arts Magnet Fiona Byers (8th) 

Waterbury Arts Magnet  Eric Canfield (9th) 

Waterbury Arts Magnet Julia Rocchio (12th) 

Crosby   Angelina Ovalles  (9th) 

Crosby    Jean Gnanvom  (12th)  

Kennedy   Michael Hoosain   (9th) 

Kennedy    Quincy Crawford   (12th)  

Waterbury Career Academy  Anais Valenzuela (9th) 

Waterbury Career Academy  Argenis Herrera (12th)    

Wilby    Prem Permaul   (9th)  

Wilby   Makyia Gatling   (12th)  

 

Closing:   

 Honorable Mayor Neil M. O’Leary 

  

PLEASE NOTE:  We will be videotaping this event for Channel 

16 and the district web site.  If you do not wish to have your 

child included, notify Nancy Vaughan (203 573-6633) before or 

immediately following the conclusion of today’s event.   



Pamela Baim, Instructional Leadership Director 

 

Carrington   Mia Vargas (5th) Principal – Karen Renna 

Mia is one of the hardest workers in her class. The teacher writes she can always trust that Mia is on task 
and working well with her classmates. She takes pride in her work, which is evident when looking at the 
work that she produces. She is very diligent, and even asks for more work when she finishes. She is never 
afraid to share her thoughts with the class, and is an active participant in all class discussions. Mia is knowl-
edgeable in many different areas of the curriculum. She is also a member of the enrichment program. Mia is 
respectful to all others around the school, and gets along well with her classmates. Mia is also active in the 
school community. She is a member of the school band and attends many of the functions that take place 
after school. 

Carrington   Nathan Stellmach  (8th)  (class trip to DC)  

Nathan Stellmach is a polite, hard-working, and helpful individual committed to the school community and a 
role model to his peers. A true gentleman, Nathan is a Carrington “Puma”; one of a select group of students 
given responsibilities throughout the school such as helping parents at Open House, assisting principals with 
morning announcements, and volunteering on field day. Nathan does everything with a smile on his face and 
hope in his heart. A member of the Focus program, Nathan is the epitome of high achieving students with an 
indomitable spirit, intellectual curiosity, and a willingness to go beyond the everyday curriculum to obtain 
mastery in any academic area. He is a member of the band, playing alto saxophone, and a dedicated all-state 
swimmer with the Waterbury YMCA and North End Middle School.  He went to states in 50m breaststroke, 
100 IM, and on two separate relay teams. He also produces his own internet blog pertaining to collegiate and 
professional sports.  



Chase   Zhenefer Guaman-Caguana  Principal
- Matt Calabrese 

Zhenefer is a caring and thoughtful student that is very de-
serving of this recognition. She is an active participant in our 
school community, assisting her peers as well as the school 
staff.  Zhenefer is a positive role model for every student at 
Chase School.   She is a source of academic and social sup-
port for her fellow students, especially for the English Lan-
guage Learners in her class. Whenever one of her peers is 
feeling down, Zhenefer is there with words of encourage-
ment.  She is at her best when presented with problems 
which she solves with determination and curiosity.  Her 
calm, collected attitude and organizational skills prepare her 
for whatever comes her way.  Zhenefer is the true embodi-
ment of what it means to be a Chase Cheetah: She is Re-
spectful, Responsible, Caring, and Safe.  

Duggan  London Lacy-Brantley (5th)  Principal – Dr, Patricia Frageau 

This wonderful young lady was an easy choice for this reward.  London Lacy-Brantley epitomizes the perfect 
student.  Her academic prowess is amazing.  She is a sponge for knowledge.  She is able to apply her skills to 
solve real-world problems.  She is an unselfish person and an invaluable help to her peers and teachers.  Lon-
don possesses a mature work ethic and couples it with a genuine enjoyment of learning.  Beyond her aca-
demic accolades, she has many interests including basketball at the YMCA and drum lessons.  Respectful, 
polite, kind and funny are a few adjectives that describe her personality.  She is also prompt, present and 
ready for each day.  It is an honor to have her as a member of the Duggan community and she is a priceless 
gem in Waterbury’s treasure chest. 

Duggan    Amanda Henson (8th) 

Amanda is a great student and an amazing young woman. Every teacher Amanda has encountered in her ed-
ucation thus far has had only great things to say about her work ethic and personality. She is an avid reader, 
where you can find Amanda reading great works of literature at any time of day, even while she is waiting 
for her bus at the end of a long school day. Amanda goes above and beyond in all of her classes. When get-
ting to know her on a personal level, she is very personable, but hilarious at the same time. Amanda is going 
to have a bright future with her hard work and determination in everything that she does. I am so proud of 
her accomplishments and we cannot wait to hear how successful she is in the coming years at Kaynor Tech! 



Generali   Jillian Santos Principal Kathy 
Stamp 

Jillian Santos is the student that every teacher hopes to have. 
She is a hard worker that takes great pride and dedication in 
her school work. She is the first person to volunteer an an-
swer or to help anyone who is struggling. Jillian enters the 
classroom each morning with a smile and a positive attitude. 
Her positive outlook is infectious to those around her and she 
is the perfect role model to her fellow classmates. Jillian was 
chosen to work at the school store two days a week because 
of her integrity and attention to responsibility. Jillian is liked 
by all who know her, and well respected by her peers. 

Gilmartin   Lily Kosko (5th)  Principal Jennifer Dwyer 

Lily Kosko is a remarkable and talented student that excels in the classroom. She takes her role as a student 
very seriously and is passionate about the results of her hard work.  Lily has already accomplished the Gilmar-
tin Student of the Month award and was recognized as the music student of the year for Gilmartin where she 
received her award at the Aqua Turf among other winners. Lily also participates in our instrumental program 
and chorus program and also exceeds the expectations in there as well. She participates in after school pro-
grams that include dance and other extracurricular activities.  Lily often helps other students who are in need 
of some peer support, both academically and socially. Her talents and motivations are what set her apart 
from others. 

 

Gilmartin   Elena Cuapio (8th)    (DC Trip—Mother accepted award) 

Elena is a true leader in our Gilmartin School community.  She is heavily involved with afterschool activities 
such as organizing school dances, creating fundraisers and she is a Wingman Student Leader.  Elena volun-
teers her time at Washington Park House as a tutor for younger students.  Her academics excel as she sets 
her at her own high standards.  Her potential is limitless as she sustains personal growth through hard work 
and self-advocacy.  Elena makes the Gilmartin community proud! 



Kingsbury Randy Ramdin Principal Erik Brown 

Randy has scored perfect 4’s in both ELA and Math on Smarter 
Balanced in both his 3rd and 4th grade academic years, improv-
ing by 95% in ELA and 149.1% in Math from 3rd to 4th respec-
tively. These results are staggering and a true testament to his 
innate academic aptitude. Currently, Randy resides among the 
highest in his class on his iReady assessment, scoring above 
grade-level, and continues to out-perform most of the class on 
district assessments. Randy exemplifies what every educator 
envisions their students to be: thoughtful, insightful, charis-
matic, and eager to learn. Randy was nominated unanimously 
by his peers as our classroom’s Student Government Repre-
sentative this year, and is literally our go-to student, assisting 
one of our special needs students at dismissal. His extra-
curricular activities include the Taft Summer Enrichment Pro-
gram, student government representative for three years, and 
distribution manager for the school’s Morning Fresh Fruit and 
Vegetable Program.  

Reed   Gederly Garcia-Diaz (5th)    Principal Juan Mendoza 

Gederly was chosen for the Superintendent’s award because she is one of the most respectful and responsible 5th 
grade students I know. She takes responsibility for her actions and uses her manners daily with her peers and adults. 
She is extremely reliable, responsible, and a highly motivated student with a positive attitude. Even if Gederly is absent 
from school, she comes back the next day eager to work on whatever she missed from the previous day. She has con-
sistently followed Reed expectations.  She has leadership qualities shown by her skills as a n emerging leader. She is 
quick to take charge while working cooperatively with her peers ensuring everyone’s perspective is respectfully appre-
ciated. Gederly loves to make her friends laugh and spend quality time with her family.  Her honesty, dedication and 
resilient efforts are the reasons why Gederly was selected for this honorable award. 

 

Reed    Stephanie  Delgado  (8th)  

Stephanie is a model student. She is extremely reliable, responsible, and a highly motivated student with a positive 
attitude. She has consistently followed Reed expectations and has gone above and beyond as demonstrated by all her 
involvement.  Stephanie is a peer mediator, is a member of talented art, and is a participant in numerous sports:  soc-
cer, tennis, volleyball, and basketball. Stephanie is also a member of Wingman, Young Educators Society, and assists in 
fundraising efforts. Out of school she is a member of Youth Club which is a youth support group. She has demonstrat-
ed outstanding academic achievement with an A average, high Smarter Balance scores, and has been chosen for Stu-
dent of the Month multiple times. Stephanie has been accepted to both Sacred Heart and Holy Cross and has chosen 
Sacred Heart where she has won a scholarship. We are very excited to see what the future holds for Stephanie. 



Regan    Jada Smith  Principal  - Angela Razza 

Jada Smith is the epitome of a role model.  Every day she demonstrates values that go far beyond her years. 
As a student, she works extremely hard.  She never misses a homework assignment, is thorough in all of her 
work, and challenges herself in every subject.  Not only does Jada ask to be challenged, but her face lights up 
at every opportunity for new learning. As a friend and classmate, Jada shows an equal amount of maturity.  
Jada is kind to every one of her classmates, and never hesitates to lend a helping hand to someone in need.  
She enters the class every day with a smile, and her positive attitude is infectious.  In the rare instance of a 
difficult or challenging situation, Jada has always responded with respect, integrity, and patience.  As a mem-
ber of Safety Patrol at Regan School, Jada was selected as Safety of the Year, which demonstrates her ma-
turity.   

Rotella   Tiffany Rodriguez  Principal Robin Henry 

Tiffany is an exemplary student who puts her heart into everything.  She is a curious student who enjoys 
learning and is internally motivated to do her best. A scholar-athlete, Tiffany is a competitive gymnast and a 
soccer player.  She has won first place in the All-Around for her age group and was one of two soccer play-
ers chosen for the Bunker Hill travel team.  Her dedication and positive attitude in school and through her 
athletic career will take her far.  She has recently taken up sewing classes and has shown a strong interest in 
her new hobby. Tiffany is also very kind and helpful. Whenever she has free time, she volunteers at her 
neighbors’ daycare and helps care for the children and read to them. She will go the extra mile to help eve-
ryone. Rotella is extremely proud of Tiffany and look forward to hearing about her future endeavors. 



W. Wilson Christopher Bravo Principal Jennifer Rosser 

Christopher is an upstanding citizen who is intrinsically moti-
vated to complete all assignments within the curriculum and is 
inquisitive to learn more about a subject that perks his inter-
est. If a fellow student needs help or guidance, he is willing to 
help whenever possible. He sets the example for others and 
demonstrates his preparedness for middle school and high 
school through his attitude, actions, and academic focus. He 
has been a student at Wilson School since the start of his edu-
cation. He has been focused on excelling in his academics and 
has so far succeeded. Additionally, he is in the Gifted and Tal-
ented program that encourages flourishing and going above 
and beyond in his academia. He is a role model student who 
follows all school expectations at all times. He helps anyone 
who asks or needs help, whether it is a teacher or another stu-
dent, and keeps a keen eye to see if he can provide assistance 
to others.  

Noreen Buckley, Instructional Leadership Director 

 

Bucks Hill PreK  Nina Montanez   Amy Simms, Early Childhood 

Nina is an exceptional role model to her peers in her classrooms at Bucks Hill Pre-K Annex.  She enjoys singing 
and playing instruments alongside the music teacher and follows directions perfectly in Art.  Nina greets her 
teachers by name, follows directions and attends her academic centers with great enthusiasm. She is a good 
friend to all students and is a pleasure to have in class.  Congratulations Nina! 

 

Bucks Hill PreK  Londyn Daniels  

Londyn is a sweet young lady who is well deserving of this award.  She is a role model to all her peers by fol-
lowing pre-k rules and routines.  She is always willing to help out teachers and friends. She helps others with-
out being asked. She takes the initiative for her own learning environment by being a leader and making the 
right choices.  She always tries hard in school to do her very best. Londyn is a pleasure to have in class, 
brightening the day for everyone in room 209. We are proud of her. Congratulations Londyn. 



Bucks Hill  Omeogo Nwadukwe  Principal Dr. Delia Bello-Davila 

To be recognized for any award, the individual should exemplify qualities of leadership, determination, and 
self-efficacy. Omeogo Nwadukwe is exceptional! She is the type of student that every teacher dreams of hav-
ing in the classroom. Her work ethic is one to admire, as she strives to be the best she can be, and more. Not 
only does she enjoy a challenge inside the classroom, but outside as well in the gifted and talented program, 
at Bucks Hill School. Omeogo has a ‘knack’ for learning that is contagious to all around her, and we are excit-
ed to recognize such an amazing student. 

Bunker Hill   Ethan Hastings  Principal Celia Piccochi 

Ethan is an outstanding student who comes to school every day prepared and ready to learn.  Ethan’s effort 
is exceptional.  He participates in class enthusiastically and is a constant model of excellence for his peers.  
Ethan works well with others and is eager to help anyone in need.  Ethan’s voracious appetite for learning 
and his calm demeanor have made him a friend to all of his classmates and have allowed him to succeed ac-
ademically.  He is respectful to his peers and all of the staff at Bunker Hill.  Ethan can always be trusted to 
make the right choices. He participates in the focus program and is a vital member of Bunker Hill’s STORM 
Team.  In his free time, Ethan is an avid reader, a budding artist, and enjoys helping his mom around the 
house, especially with the cooking.  His signature dish is scrambled eggs and pancakes!    

Driggs   Corbin Johnson Principal Michael Theriault 

Corbin works very hard in class, is very respectful and is 
kind to all. He volunteers in the kindergarten class as a 
peer mentor to one of the students. He helps this stu-
dent get ready for class and learning after lunch and re-
cess. Corbin comes into his own class each morning and 
asks his teacher if he can help by taking down the chairs 
or helping with organizational tasks. He is an example of 
what an exemplar student is.     



Hopeville Alexander Diaz  Principal Debra Ponte 

Alexander works extremely hard in and out of school.  
It is evident that he excels by being a role model for his 
peers. He is well liked and respected by others. Alex 
completes his work on time and stays focused even 
when adversities of peer pressure surround him. He 
has attended Hopeville School since Kindergarten and 
is a friendly face among all staff.  Outside of school, 
Alex can be found playing soccer, bike riding, and as a 
teammate of the Uconn Huskies, East Mountain 
League. He is a team player both on the court and off. 
When he is not scoring baskets, Alex can be found 
helping his mom with his sister, picking up litter, shov-
eling snow in his neighborhood or working in the gar-
den.  

Maloney Jack Derasmo  Principal Donna Cullen  

This year’s Maloney Superintendent Student Recognition 
Award recipient is a well-respected leader within our school 
community.  Jack Derasmo is an inspiration to both students 
and staff.  We are so proud to present Jack this award for 
many reasons.  His proactive mindset pushes him to set high 
personal and academic goals for himself and inspires others 
to do the same.  Jack’s mission statement is “Always try your 
best”.  He does that both academically and socially on a dai-
ly basis.  Jack Sharpens His Saw through participation in or-
ganized sports.  He spends much free time fundraising with 
his teams.  He is a Student Lighthouse Team Leader organiz-
ing and implementing many Maloney events.  Jack leads 
with integrity on a daily basis and never settles for less. 

Sprague Javier Luis Principal Diane Bakewell 

Javier comes to school each day with a smile on his face 
and ready to learn. He is an extremely responsible and 
respectful student to both his classmates and teachers.  
Javier is a member of the school’s STORM team where he 
has proven himself to be a terrific role model for all stu-
dents. Javier frequently volunteers to go outside with the 
kindergarten students to play and model recess expecta-
tions.  Javier enjoys playing soccer and has played the 
past two years with PAL.  He enjoys math and spends 
time with his dad on the computer to advance his math 
skills.  Javier is a hard working student who demonstrates 
daily the true essence of a soaring Sprague Eagle.  



Tinker Carter Dirgo Acting Principal Maria Jiminez 

Upon careful review of all fifth grade students at 
B.W. Tinker Elementary School, Carter Dirgo was 
chosen for the Superintendent’s Student Recogni-
tion Award for his exceptional work in school. 
Carter has been a remarkable student. He excels in 
math and science.  He is also talented in Art and 
loves to draw. His hard work and diligence led him 
to be part of the FOCUS program. This is an acceler-
ated program for students who are gifted and tal-
ented.  He is a kind hearted person and model stu-
dent.  We are extremely proud of his accomplish-
ments and wish him the best of luck in his future 
endeavors. 

Washington Xiomary Moran Principal Lori Kramarz 
Eldridge 

Calm, cool, and collected is the phrase that perfectly 
describes Xiomary. She minds her own business, yet 
is caring, helpful, and hard working. Xiomary has fo-
cused her efforts on academics and meaningful 
friendships. She exceeds expectations in all academic 
areas. She has shown maturity and determination in 
the face of adversity. Xiomary is a walking billboard 
for responsibility. We are so proud to have Xiomary 
as an exemplary Washington student. 

W. Cross Noah Curet Principal Joseph Amato 

Noah has been a student at Wendell Cross since kinder-
garten.  He has gained the reputation of being a dependa-
ble, hardworking, and kind young man.  He is a pleasure 
to have in class because of his work ethic and his love of 
learning.   Noah has represented his class on the Student 
Council.  During this time, he actively participated in rais-
ing money for various charities and was a model for being 
a respectful, responsible and safe student.  He is currently 
a member of Forever Waves.  He and a fellow student are 
responsible for raising and lowering the flag daily.  Wen-
dell Cross School is very proud of Noah Curet! 



Michelle Baker, Instructional Leadership Director 

 

North End   Jermyren Joe (6th)  Vice Principal James Simpson 

Jermyren has gained the respect of staff and peers alike through his positive and selfless attitude. He ac-
cepts responsibility and has a personality that makes it very easy for everyone to get along with. He is highly 
interested in learning more about the world around him. Jermyren works hard and is committed to perform-
ing his best at all times. He is an example of what students should aspire to be. We have enjoyed watching 
him grow.  

 

North End   Shellenid Vazquez (7th) 

Shellenid is an exceptional member of the 7th grade community at North End Middle School. Her academic 
aptitude and perseverance for excellence is apparent in the quality work she produces and has earned her a 
well-deserved spot as a North End Middle School student of the month and on the honor roll time and 
again. In addition to academics, Shellenid continually proves herself to be a kind and helpful member of our 
school community and participates in CPEP, Battle of the Books, is on the swimming team, and beautifully 
represents NEMS with her uplifting artwork. In her spare time, Shellenid is an active member of her church 
and loves spending time with her family. Shellenid is a hard-working, dedicated student who strives to al-
ways be better. She is a model student in the classroom both behaviorally and academically and is always 
willing to help others! 

 

North End    Oliver Gomes (8th)  (DC Trip—mother accepted award) 

Oliver is an outstanding, well-rounded young man. He excels academically in all subjects, demonstrating a 
high aptitude and a strong work ethic. He is thoughtful and diligent in his studies. He carries himself with a 
maturity beyond his age, which allows him to interact well with teachers and peers. He is respectful and kind 
to everyone he interacts with. Beyond the classroom, he participates in the robotics team and CPEP, devel-
oping his hands-on science and mathematics skills. He is on the way to achieving great success in high school 
and beyond.   



Wallace   Daniel Vargas (6th)
 Principal Michael LoRusso 

Without fail Daniel exemplifies initiative and excellence in 
his pursuit of perfection.  Consistently coming to class pre-
pared and participating enthusiastically on a daily basis, 
Daniel stands out from the rest.  He tenaciously goes above 
and beyond, taking it upon himself with no prompting, to 
edit and revise any given assignment in an effort to attain 
the highest standards he sets for himself. From the very be-
ginning of this school year, Daniel strived for the highest 
academic and personal achievement.  Due to his persistence 
and insatiable desire to learn and better himself, Daniel was 
moved to a higher level class where he ultimately stands out 
amongst his peers here as well.   

 

Wallace   Sophia Tytymce (7th) 

Sophia is an honors student who is a leader in the classroom 
with her diligence toward her studies and respectful atti-
tude. In September, she was nominated student of the 
month. She is a member of the Leo’s Club where she helped 
to collect items to send to Puerto Rico and also visits the 
elderly at the Cheshire house. Sophia participates in the Fo-
cus program where she has taken part in independent study 
projects. Additionally, she attends the 21st Century after 
school program and has been very involved for the past 
three years in tap, jazz, and ballet lessons. Sophia is a well-
rounded, highly-motivated 7th grade student. 

 

Wallace   Kyle Patrick (8th)  

Kyle Patrick is a perfect candidate for the Superintendent’s 
Award as he embodies the quality characteristics of an ex-
emplary student all while living with quadriplegia cerebral 
palsy and neuromuscular scoliosis. On a daily basis he faces 
challenges and tackles them with a smile. He brings joy to 
the students and staff daily. Since arriving at Wallace Middle 
School Kyle has made incredible progress with his program. 
In elementary school Kyle was very dependent on the assis-
tance of others. Through hard work, Kyle has gained much 
more independence with his academics as well as his daily 
living skills. Regardless of what obstacles he faces, Kyle fo-
cuses on what he can do, not what he cannot. By his mere 
presence, Kyle is a model for overcoming adversity. He is a 
pillar in our school, and therefore very worthy of this honor. 

 



West Side  Kiara Nazario (6th)  Principal Maria Burns 

Kiara was nominated for the Superintendent’s award by her 
teachers after careful observation of her dedication to her studies 
and appreciation for learning. Kiara maintains excellent grades 
and demonstrates all expectations of the West Side Way on a 
consistent basis.  She enjoys helping her sister prepare for events 
run by the Kennedy Key Club such as baking and organizing activi-
ties.  She aspires to volunteer for future events in the community 
and at school. Kiara has been a top participant in the West Side 
PTA campaigns and was one of the top collectors in the school for 
Box Tops for Education. Her donation allowed the PTA to earn 
dollars for enriching opportunities for our students.  Kiara has 
maintained a 99 average in Math this year and excels in all sub-
jects placing her on the high honor roll every marking period. She 
is a model student for others and is happy to assist her peers and 
teachers. 

 

West Side            Omogbolade Olusanya (7th) 

This student, affectionately known as Bolade by his teachers and 
peers, was recommended for the Superintendent’s award for a 
variety of reasons. Bolade is very involved in his academic studies 
and extracurricular activities at West Side.  Continuously an honor 
roll student since he entered sixth grade, Bolade exemplifies a 
model student by demonstrating leadership in the classroom, 
dedication to performing his best on all assignments and treating 
everyone around him with respect.  He participates in the C3 pro-
gram which encompasses community and career connections and 
he represents our school well on various trips to businesses and 
community agencies in the area. He is a member of the West Side 
baseball team and participates in PAL baseball as well. Bolade 
volunteered in the Thanksgiving outreach program hosted by the 
Waterbury Police Athletic League.  Additionally, he travels to New 
York for the Prep for Prep program to prepare for higher educa-
tion. 

 

West Side  Evi Duro  (8th) 

Evi Duro is an 8th grade student and has been on the high Honor 
Roll for the past three years.  She is described by her teachers as a 
model student, caring peer and outstanding citizen.  Evi excels in 
all subjects and is an integral part of class discussions and pro-
jects.  She is always looking to help staff and students alike and 
can be counted on for being dependable.  Evi was born in Greece 
and moved to the United States at a very young age.  She has de-
cided to attend Greek School in her spare time to learn to speak 
Greek so that she can communicate with family members.  She 
plans to volunteer at the Greek festival at her church and also 
attends a Youth group at a friend’s church.  Evi enjoys extra-
curricular activities at West Side also. She is a member of the 
girls’ volleyball and softball teams and a member of our Unified 
Sports program.   



Enlightenment    Roberto Velez (12th)     Principal Dr. Richard Arroyo 

Throughout Rob’s years at Enlightenment, he has consistently worked to improve his grades, attendance 
and behavior.  He has grown into an independently driven and mature young man who has developed 
both the academic drive to graduate and a will to succeed with his post-graduation plans.  Rob set his 
goals at the beginning of this school year and has worked hard daily to ensure that he reaches each one of 
them. The Enlightenment family is proud of Rob’s self-advocacy, dedication and overall improvement dur-
ing his time with us. 

      

State Street   Jaheem Bravo-Wash  Principal Lisa Ariola-Simoes 

Jaheem is a kind and friendly fifth grade student at the State Street Program. He has been spending half of 
his day at his district elementary school for the past several years. Jaheem is a hard working student who 
can be counted on to help others. He enjoys reading in his free time and loves to learn about different 
foods and animals. Jaheem plans to be a police officer or a video game designer when he grows up. 

 

Waterbury Adult Education Andrea Vazquez Principal Antonio Musto 

Andrea is a mother of three and stays motivated to become an integral part of our society.  Andrea is a 
straight A student.  She is the mother of a hearing impaired child, and has to keep many doctor's appoint-
ments, and yet, has the highest grades in her classes and never misses any days.  She will be ensuing her 
dream to attend college in the fall and become an audiologist.  Andrea expressed a desire to better edu-
cate herself and help other mothers like her overcome this obstacle. Most importantly, Andrea wants her 
son to be proud of her for helping others just like him.  She wants him to understand that he is not the on-
ly one with that condition, and that there is always a solution for everything.  Andrea always strives to give 
her best and gives her all to her endeavors. 



Paul Whyte, Instructional Leadership Director 

 

Walsh    Nomary Perez Principal Ellen Paolino  

Every morning Walsh students can hear Nomary reciting the Pledge of Allegiance and saying “Don’t forget 
to bring in your box tops, make it a great day and remember to REACH.”  Reach is acronym for Respect Oth-
ers, Show Excellence, Be accountable, Keep our Community Safe and Be Honest.  If you know Nomary, you 
would know that she possess all these qualities.  She volunteers by reading and helping many of our Pre K 
students.  When walking through the Pre K halls you can see her with a big smile on her face waving to all 
the little preschool students.  Nomary is an all-around a great student.  She takes pride in her work and al-
ways wants to make sure that she understands the concepts taught in class.  She is always willing to help 
those students around her.  Nomary loves to sing for Walsh and her church.  She is also enrolled in the en-
richment program and plays in Walsh’s bucket band.   

Nomary Perez led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Julia Rocchio from WAMS sang the National Anthem. 



Waterbury Arts Magnet   Sara Roaix  (6th)     

Sara encompasses the qualities of what it means to be 
a “good” human being.  Sara is honest, respectful of 
others, conscientious, compassionate, and funny.  She 
is involved in afterschool activities at WAMS and partic-
ipates in community service projects via her church.  
Sara helps other students academically and/or person-
ally. For example, by taking their books to the next 
class if they are in a wheel chair or on crutches, and she 
does this with a smile on her face.   

 

 

 

Waterbury Arts Magnet  Mahasin Gudaf (7th) 

Mahasin is the epitome of a young person who takes 
her education seriously. Mahasin is the daughter of im-
migrants who traversed the Atlantic Ocean from the 
continent of Africa to provide a better life for them-
selves and their children. She has received numerous 
awards in 6th and 7th grade. She is curious, articulate, 
introspective, kind, and possesses great interpersonal 
skills. Mahasin is a wonderful young lady.  

 

 

 

Waterbury Arts Magnet Fiona Byers (8th) 

Fiona is a diligent student who sets a great example for 
the rest of her 8th grade classmates. She is organized 
and intelligent, and she is not afraid to speak up in 
class. Fiona is polite and kind to everyone around her 
and her sense of humor complements her abilities as a 
student. Fiona is also involved in the yearbook commit-
tee and school book club, and her participation enrich-
es the school culture for herself and her classmates. In 
addition to her academic achievements, Fiona is a vol-
unteer with her church group. Both in and out of 
school, Fiona is a model citizen and a responsible mem-
ber of her community. We are very proud of the way 
she conducts herself.  

 

 



Waterbury Arts Magnet  Eric Canfield (9th) 

Eric Canfield displays a level of dedication and sophistication beyond his age.  Eric ranks in the top 1% of his 
class while remaining active in Extra Curricular Activities.  Eric recently played the lead role of Huey Calhoun 
in the WAMS Main Stage Production of Memphis.  Eric shows leadership qualities by mentoring younger 
students in theatrical productions at school and in local community productions. Eric possess an uncanny 
sense of humor which makes his peers feel comfortable and eager to work alongside him.  His humble per-
sonality lights up a room and his joyful heart molds a positive environment.   

 

 

 

Waterbury Arts Magnet Julia Rocchio (12th) 

Julia Rocchio has shown professional leadership both in the classroom and on the stage.  Julia balances her 
academic and artistic career while upholding our school mission. She was elected as the WAMS Student 
Council Co- President (2016-2017), serves as a student council member visible in community programs, rep-
resents our school as a CAS (CT Association of Schools) student ambassador at the state level, Co-Editor of 
the WAMS Newspaper, Treasurer of the AP Club, serves the theatre department as a nominated member of 
the EdTa thespian society and receive the top Theatre Award since her freshman year, and gives back to the 
community as an active member of our Habitat for Humanity chapter.  She is an honor student and takes on 
responsibilities both onstage and off.  She always willing to go above and beyond expectations for a service 
project or a theatrical production. 



Crosby    Angelina Ovalles  (9th)   Principal Jade Gopie 

Angelina Ovalles is an outstanding member of the Crosby High School community. She is an exceptional stu-
dent in the ACE program, a talented softball player, and an active student council member. She has also 
completed seventeen hours of community service in and outside of school.  In class, Angelina is always en-
gaged and inquisitive. She supports struggling classmates when needed and possesses outstanding organiza-
tional and time management skills.  She has maintained a GPA of 3.7 while participating in her many extra-
curricular activities. 

In regards to service, Angelina is a model for other students.  Angelina assisted the Indian Rock Nature Pre-
serve in preparing for their holiday celebration.  Furthermore, Angelina led and coordinated an activities 
committee for the 2018 Special Olympics. Finally, Angelina helped prepare for Crosby’s annual Trunk-R-Treat 
event and the 2017 Homecoming Dance. 

 

Crosby    Jean Gnanvom  (12th)  

Jean Gnanvom was born in Abidjan Ivory Coast. As a young boy in Abidjan, Jean endured many hardships, 
including the loss of his mother. After the loss of his mother, he was sent to live with extended family. His 
family struggled with the financial burdens of everyday life and was not able to provide him with the educa-
tion he desired. Ultimately, Jean migrated to the United States to live with his stepmother. Shortly after his 
arrival, he received the devastating news that his father had passed away. Although Jean was in mourning, 
he attended school regularly where he received support from his teachers and fellow classmates. Overall, 
Jean’s infectious positivity brings joy and light to the Crosby bilingual program every day. Jean’s story is a tes-
tament to true strength and resiliency. Adversity and hardships make a person strong and ready to face the 
challenges. Jean reminds us that life is and should not be just a bed of roses; thorns are also a part of it and 
should be accepted by us just as we accept the beautiful side of life.  



Kennedy  Michael Hoosain   (9th) Vice-Principal Rosalyn Glass 

Michael is a 9th grade student at Kennedy High School and he has consistently made the honor roll in his 
first year at Kennedy.  He previously attended Washington School and West Side Middle School.  The staff of 
Kennedy High School is very proud of Michael’s performance as a freshman and they look forward to his 
continued growth.  Michael’s favorite subject is math and he has also taken part in the Chess Club at Kenne-
dy.  In the future, Michael aspires to become an electrical engineer. 

 

Kennedy    Quincy Crawford   (12th)  

Quincy is a senior at Kennedy High School who has earned the trust and respect of both students and staff.  
A life-long resident of Waterbury, Quincy previously attended Driggs School and West Side Middle School.  
The staff at Kennedy High School is extremely proud of the personal growth exhibited by Quincy over the 
past four years.  In his free time, Quincy enjoys riding his bike and playing basketball with his friends.  After 
graduation, Quincy plans on attending Naugatuck Valley Community College and one day owning his own 
business. 



Waterbury Career Academy Anais Valenzuela (9th) Principal Dr Louis Padua 

Since arriving at Waterbury Career Academy, Anais Valenzuela has impressed teachers, administrators and 
fellow students with her intelligence and cooperative spirit and has become a valuable asset to her commu-
nity. In November of this year, Anais decided to visit her former elementary school and offer to help with 
the younger students.  Today, under the supervision of the school principal, she is tutoring and mentoring 
30 students at the school every day except Friday, two-and a-half hours a day. She helps them with home-
work and projects, but more importantly, she serves as a role model for the children in her neighborhood, 
demonstrating the kindness, patience, and respectful manner that will help lead them to success. Anais is 
expected to join the Human Services strand at the Career Academy next year in hopes of starting on the 
path to a career working with and helping people.  Her experiences so far are an excellent start on that 
path. 

 

Waterbury Career Academy     Argenis Herrera (12th)   

When thinking about the most deserving student to represent WCA for the Senior Superintendent’s award 
there is only one choice, Argenis Herrera. Argenis is the model that all students should follow. In addition to 
an impeccable GPA, excelling in AP classes including receiving a 5 on the AP United States History exam he is 
a great ambassador for our school. Argenis is the editor-in-chief for the school newspaper and his writings 
are the equivalent of what you would find in the New York Times. His biggest achievement though, was be-
ing selected to be a United States Senate Page for Chris Murphy. He was one of 30 students in the country 
to be selected. He was the only member from Connecticut out of over 100 applicants. Since returning, he 
has worked as a member of the student coalition with the State of Connecticut to improve education in the 
state.  Next year he will be attending the prestigious Williams College.  



Wilby   Prem Permaul   (9th) Principal Carey Edwards 

Prem is a hard-working student who cares deeply about his academic performance. He presents his class 
work in a timely fashion, documented with tangible evidence he learned in class. During class discussions, 
he asks incisive questions and works diligently with his classmates. He relishes the opportunity to help oth-
ers when they are struggling. He is a community-oriented person, demonstrated by his care of the elderly 
neighbors in his apartment building. He is determined to improve the quality of life for others. He is a true 
community leader with an excellent work ethic, a desire to help others, and a thirst for knowledge.  

 

Wilby    Makyia Gatling   (12th)  

Makyia Gatling is a kind young woman who exemplifies Wilby's Core Values and Beliefs.  She is  respectful, 
intelligent, and hard-working young.  Makyia has been in the ATOMS program since her freshman year. De-
spite the weight of work that is accompanied with being in The ATOMs program, Mykia never faltered.  
During the summer between her junior and senior year, Makyia was selected to attend a program at Yale 
for investigative journalism.  Makyia is a member of the Student Council and the AP club where she has tak-
en an active role in both.  Makyia has also been involved with the bi-annual blood drive since her sopho-
more year.  She was also an active participant in the school governance council during her junior year.  
Makyia also holds the title of secretary for the National Honors Society.  Makyia is a strong empowered 
young woman and has been instrumental in the Lady Wildcat Empowerment rally through her volunteer 
work for the past two years.    One thing that stands out about this quiet gentle soul is her consistent com-
passion, a trait is sometimes lost among her age group.  

  


